
Pope’s Intention for September 
Abolition of the Death Penalty: We 
pray that the death penalty, which 
attacks the dignity of the human 
person, may be legally abolished in 
every country 
 
Masses 
Monday to Saturday: 
8.00 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 
11.30 a.m. 1.10 p.m. & 3.00  p.m.  
Sunday: 
6.00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil),  
8.00 a.m., 10.30 a.m., 12.30 p.m. 
& 4.00 p.m.  
Names can be enrolled for Mass 
and will be remembered and 
prayed for on the day requested. 
 
St Jude Novena 
This continues to be celebrated on 
Tuesdays at 8.00 p.m. and will be 
live-streamed on our website. The 
blessing with the Relics of St Jude 
and of St Thérèse of Lisieux will 
take place. 
 
Confessions 
Monday to Friday:  
10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 
3.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
Saturday                                                                                                                                                                         
10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 
2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
SPOWIEDŹ W JĘZYKU POLSKIM 
w soboty w godz: 9.30 - 10.30 
 
Devotions at 2.30 p.m. 
Monday: Miraculous Medal – 
Rosary & Benediction 
Friday: Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament – silent prayer 
Saturday: Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel – Rosary & Benediction 
 

JOIN US FOR LITURGY  
THROUGH OUR WEBCAM 
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Whatever you did for 
one of these  

very poor people  
you did to me. 

 
     It is worthwhile enquiring why the rich 
   man saw Lazarus in Abraham’s arms, 
 and not in the company of some other 
righteous person. The reason is that 

          Abraham was hospitable, and so the sight 
     of Lazarus with Abraham was meant to 
  reproach the rich man for his own  

inhospitality. Abraham used to pursue even passers-by and drag them into 
his home, whereas the rich man disregarded someone lying in his own 
doorway. Although he had within his grasp so great a treasure, such an 
opportunity to win salvation, he ignored the poor man day after day. He 
could have helped him but he failed to do so. Abraham was not like that 
but just the opposite. He would sit in his doorway and catch all who 
passed by. And just as a fisherman casting a net into the sea hauls up fish, 
yes, but also quite often gold and pearls, so Abraham whilst catching 
people in his net finished by catching angels, strangely enough without 
knowing it (see Genesis 18). 

Scripture gives us the advice: Remember to welcome strangers into 
your homes, for some by doing so have entertained angels without 
knowing it (see Hebrews 13:2). 

If you show much eagerness in welcoming some famous and 
distinguished person you do nothing remarkable; often the high rank of a 
guest compels even reluctant hosts to show every sign of courtesy. But 
we do something truly great and admirable when we give a most 
courteous welcome to all, even the outcasts of society or people of 
humble condition. Hence Christ himself praised those who so acted, 
declaring: Whatever you did for one of these very poor people you did to 
me. 
St. John Chrysostom, Homily 2 on Lazarus, 5 John Chrysostom (ca. 347–407) was one of 
the early Church Fathers. As a priest he gained a reputation for his eloquent preaching on 
Sacred Scripture—“Chrysostom” means “golden-mouth.” He was declared a Doctor of 
the Church in 1568. 
 
If you’re put on bread and water, it’s a punishment. The image conjures up 
visions of imprisonment and bare survival. In many parts of our world these 
words mean the exact opposite, bread and water means freedom - escape 

from the prison of starvation and death. 
(Tear Fund)
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Twenty-Sixth Sunday  

of Ordinary Time



There are several kinds of saints. There are any 
number of great saints and mystics buried in 
cemeteries throughout the land. On the Last Day we 
will learn with surprise the holiness of people buried 
there, their greatness now known only to God. There 
is a much smaller group whose holiness is more 
public: they are people beatified and canonised, the 
official saints set before us as examples. There is a 
much smaller group of saints who have a special 
mission to write and to teach the Church. St. 
Thérèse, who had no serious secondary education, 
belongs to this last category. She has been called by 
Pope Pius XI, “The greatest saint of modern times.” 
At her canonisation, the same pope said that she 
had a new message, a new mission, and a new 
model for holiness. In recent years she has been 
named one of the doctors of the Church; these are 
thirty-three saints regarded by the Church as its 
greatest teachers. 

The basic facts of her life are well known. She was 
born into a bourgeois family in late 19th century 
France. She became a Carmelite nun at the age of 
fifteen and died nine years later. One way of looking 
at her would be to say that it was easy for her: 
comfortable home; cut off in a contemplative 
convent; an early death. What if she had to face the 
real world? 

One could also paint a contrary picture: she was 
quite spoiled as a child; her mother died when she 
was four; her father doted on her. As a child she was 
in many ways stubborn, self-willed, very selfcentred, 
somewhat neurotic, living in a wealthy home. At 
school she was a bit of a dreamer, and she was quite 
unable to cope with the rough and tumble of other 
children’s games. She could have turned out very 
selfish. Instead she struggled against these traits and 
became a saint. She was cured of a strange, 
probably psychosomatic, illness when she was 
about ten. The Lord gave her a profound healing of 
self-centredness when she was thirteen, and almost 
immediately she asked her father’s permission to 
enter the enclosed Carmelite convent at Lisieux. 
There was much opposition to her entering at such 
an early age. When she did join, her life was rather 
uneventful. Even her own blood-sisters in the 
convent did not realise until about a year before her 
death that she was in any way remarkable. She 
contracted a horrible form of tuberculosis which led 
to a death with terrible suffering at the age of  
twenty-four. The rest is history. 

From her childhood she had wanted to be holy. 
About two and a half years before she died, she 
became somewhat desperate - time was slipping 
away, and she still did not know how she could be 
holy. She thought “if only I could find a lift to God!” 

Then she came across two scripture texts. The first 
was from Proverbs, “If anyone is a very little one, let 
him come to me” (Prv 9:4). The second was from 
Isaiah, “As mother comforts her child, so will I 
comfort you; you will be carried at my breast and 
fondled in my lap” (Is 66:12-13). Thérèse took off: 
she had found her “Little Way,” as she would later 
call it - the lift that would bring her to God. 

In her time, and still today, there were three 
distorted ideas about holiness. One was that 
holiness consisted in doing big things for God. 
Thérèse’s Little Way was to do ordinary things 
exceptionally well. Again, many people thought of 
God as an angry or demanding God. Thérèse’s 
response was to act like a child before a loving God. 
A third distortion of holiness was to think of it as 
primarily a matter of long times of prayer. Carmelite 
nuns do indeed pray a lot. But Thérèse often fell 
asleep and had many distractions. But she knew that 
she was a child in the presence of God, who loved 
her just the same. 

The Little Way is a way of love and consideration 
in the smallest things. Some in her community were 
unkind; she replied by going out of her way to be 
nice to them. Her life was made up of thousands of 
small things. What made it heroic was that she kept 
it up. Any of us could live like Thérèse for an hour 
or two, but day after day - that is the stuff of saints. 

 

         Carmelites, Whitefriar Street Church 
 

      TRIDUUM IN HONOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preacher: (3.00 p.m. Mass) 
Fr Martin Baxter, O.Carm 

 
Thurs, 29th Sept to Sat, 1st Oct 
Mass:: 11.30 a.m. & 3.00 p.m. 
each day 

 
 
 

Blessing with the Relic of St Thérèse 
Blessing of Roses will take place at 
each Mass on Saturday (Feast Day) 

    St Thérèse of the Child Jesus 
Feast Day: 1st October 



Known to her family as Teresa de Cepeda y 
Ahumada, she became the reformer of Carmel, 
mother of the Discalced Carmelite nuns and friars, 
"spiritual mother" patron of Catholic writers (1965) 
and Doctor of the Church (1970), the second 
woman to receive this last title. She was born at 
Avila in Castile, Spain, on 28th March 1515 and 
died in Alba de Tormes, near Salamanca, 15th 
October,1582. She was beatified in 1614, 
canonised in 1622. 

Her life needs to be understood in the light of the 
plan which God had for her, with the great desires 
experienced in her heart, with the mysterious illness 
to which she was subject in her youth and with ill 
health from which she suffered throughout her life, 
and with the "resistance" to divine grace for which 
she blamed herself more than she should have. She 
entered the Carmel of the Incarnation in Avila on 
2nd November 1535. As a result, partly of the 
prevailing conditions in the community and partly 
from her own spiritual difficulties, she had to 
struggle before arriving at what she called her 
conversion at the age of 39. But, benefitting from 
various spiritual directors, she then began to make 
great strides towards perfection. 

In 1560, the idea first emerged of a new Carmel, 
where the Rule could be followed more closely, and 
this was realized two years later when the monastery 
of St. Joseph was founded without any endowments 

and "following the Primitive Rule". Five years later 
Teresa obtained from the Prior General of the Order, 
John Baptist Rossi, permission to increase the 
number of monasteries and a licence to found two 
communities of contemplative Carmelite friars (later 
to be called Discalced) who would be the spiritual 
counterparts of the nuns and, as such, able to help 
them. At the death of Saint Teresa, there were 17 
monasteries of nuns in the Reform, and the 
communities of friars also quickly outstripped the 
original number, some founded with permission 
from the Prior General but others, especially those 
in Andalusia, established against his will, relying on 
the approval of the apostolic visitators, the 
Dominican Vargas and the young Discalced 
Carmelite Jerome Gracian. 

There followed a series of unedifying quarrels, 
made worse by the interference of the civil 
authorities and other outsiders, until in 1581, the 
Discalced were formed into a separate Province. 
Saint Teresa was then able to write, "Now all of us, 
Discalced and Calced, are at peace and nothing can 
hinder us from serving the Lord". 

Saint Teresa is among the most important figures 
of all time for Catholic spirituality. Her works - 
especially the four best known (The Life, The Way 
of Perfection, The Mansions and The Foundations) - 
together with her more historical works, contain a 
doctrine which encompasses the whole of the 
spiritual life, from the first steps right up to intimacy 
with God at the centre of the Interior Castle. Her 
Letters show her occupied with a great variety of 
everyday problems. Her doctrine on the unity of the 
soul with God  follows the Carmelite tradition which 
had preceded her and to which she herself 
contributed in such a notable way, enriching it as 
well as passing the tradition on, not only to her 
spiritual sons and daughters, but also to the whole 
Church which she served so unsparingly. When she 
was dying, her one joy was to be able to affirm that 
"I die a daughter of the Church".

Her Little Way is simple, straightforward, but it is not 
easy. 

She also found faith very difficult in the final 
eighteen months of her life; she lost her sense of 
God and of future life. But she held on. She tested 
her Little Way in a life that had much physical, 
psychological and spiritual suffering. All the time 
she held on to her sense of humour and refused to 
take herself too seriously. She joked about the 
medicines and strange often-painful remedies that 
were prescribed for her. She could put up with snail 
syrup, provided the horns were not visible. When 
the nuns thought she was dying, some of them 
thoughtlessly placed a palliasse in the next room to 
have it convenient for laying her out. She recognised 
the odour of the straw and joked about her acute 
sense of smell. She could liken her painful breathing 
to an old stream train. She amused herself and 

others by thinking of the problem with ropes that the 
gravediggers would have letting her down into the 
deep new grave that the convent had recently 
purchased. 

Her superior asked her to write her life story, an 
account of how God had blessed her. This work 
written in three school copybooks became a great 
spiritual classic, The Story of a Soul. She never 
finished it. In the end she was took weak even to 
write with a pencil. The last words she wrote of her 
life story were “I lift myself to him with confidence 
and love.” These words “confidence and love” sum 
up her life, her Little Way, her legacy to all of us in 
the Church.  

 
Chris O’Donnell, O.Carm - First appeared in 
Good News (magazine of the Charismatic Renewal 
in England)

St Teresa  
of Jesus 
(of Avila) 

 
Feast Day 

15th October



THIS WEEK’S LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

Sunday, 25th September:        Twenty-Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Monday, 26th September:       Twenty-Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 
Tuesday, 27th September:       St Vincent de Paul, Memorial 
Wed, 28th September:           Twenty-Third Week of Ordinary Time 
Thursday, 29th September:      Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, Feast 
Friday, 30th September:          St Jerome, Memorial 
Saturday, 1st October:            St Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Carmelite Feast 
 

u v u v u v u v u v u v u 
 

St Vincent de Paul was born in Gascony, France, in 
1581, being ordained priest in 1600. Following a visit 
to Paris he became totally immersed in the plight of 
the poor and destitute. In 1625 he founded the 
Congregation of the Missions (the Vincentians) and, 
in 1633, the Daughters of Charity of St Vincent de 
Paul, to carry on his work. He died in 1660 and is 
the patron saint of all charitable societies, and in 
particular the society which bears his name. 

 
St Jerome: Eusebius Hieronymus Sophronius was born between 340 and 
347 in Dalmatia, on the Croatian coast, and went to Rome to study, where 
he was converted and baptised in the 360’s. He spent some time as a 
monk in northern Syria where he added Hebrew to his Latin and Greek 
before being ordained priest, reluctantly, in 378. He travelled between 
the Holy Land and Rome and worked tirelessly on the Bible and its 
correct translation – he referred to those who sought to amend the Bible 
as ‘presumptuous blockheads’. In 385, he retired to Bethlehem where he 
continued his great work on the Bible and writing commentaries on it. In 
his Prologue to his commentaries on the Prophet Isaiah, he wrote that 
‘Ignorance of the scriptures is ignorance of Christ’. He died in 420 in 
Bethlehem. Jerome is the patron of librarians. 
 
Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, Archangels: Each of the archangels 
performs a different mission in Scripture: Michael protects; Gabriel 
announces; Raphael guides. Earlier belief that inexplicable events were 
due to the actions of spiritual beings has given way to a scientific world-
view and a different sense of cause and effect. Yet believers still 
experience God’s protection, communication, and guidance in ways 
which defy description. We cannot dismiss angels too lightly. 

 
The Garden of Carmel 

Baptisms & Weddings 
Please contact the Parish Office if 
you have a Baptism or Wedding 
booked at this time. 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
Mass Office, Church Shop & 

General Enquiries 
Monday to Saturday:  
8.30 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

Sunday 
10.00 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. 

Items can be ordered by phone or 
through our online shop and they 
will be sent out by post. Shop and 
all other enquiries:  
Tel: (01) 475 8821  
Email:  
shop@whitefriarstreetchurch.ie 
Web: https://shop.whitefriarstreet-
church.com/ 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
Parish Office 
For certificates of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Marriage, or to 
book a Baptism or a Wedding.  
Tel: 01 475 8821 
Email: parish@whitefriarstreet-
church.ie 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
 Society of  St Vincent de Paul  
Members meet each Monday 
evening to consider requests. For 
those living within our parish, 
requests can be made by ringing 
01 855 0022. 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
  REMAINING  VIGILANT 
Continue to be safe and protect 
each other. 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
Carmelite Third Order/Lay Carmel 
meet on the third Saturday of every 
month in Brandsma Hall at 3.00 
p.m. New members welcome. 

 
u v u v u v u 

 
Carmelite Community Centre 
Tel: (01) 475 4673 
in fo@carme l i t ecommuni ty 
centre.com

 
Holiness consists simply in doing God’s will, and 
being just what God wants us to be. 
 
 
When one loves, one does not calculate. 
 
 
A word or a smile is often enough to put fresh life in a despondent 
soul. 
 
 
Do you realize that Jesus is there in the tabernacle expressly for 
you – for you alone? He burns with the desire to come into your 
heart… don’t listen to the demon, laugh at him, and go without 
fear to receive the Jesus of peace and love . . . 
 

St Thérèse of Lisieux

THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED  
SUPPORT


